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templated and it is desirable to know whether these would
or would not appear to coincide with the ultimate require-
ments of the neighborhood. What preliminary data would
be necessary for a proper study of that question? A good
many kinds of information would be required. More
specifically; the planning authorities would need maps
showing all streets in the vicinity, the location of curb and
building lines, of water and sewer mains, wire conduits, and
all other utilities under the streets,, as well as the situation
of all tracks, poles, hydrants, catch-basins, and other fix-
tures set in or upon the surface. Data regarding traffic, all
properly classified, should also be obtained by means of a
traffic census. The nature and assessed value of all parcels
of contiguous private property must further be ascertained,
with figures as to the volume of business done, the popula-
tion housed, and the taxes paid by the immediate neighbor-
hood. These things are all necessary before one can deter-
mine whether the locality presents any special problem or
difficulty, as so many localities do. Since there is scarcely
any focus of business or traffic in a city that does not have
its own individuality, nothing could be more unfortunate
than that planning authorities should try to meet the
demands of particular neighborhoods by the application of
general rules.

The survey completed, or at least the essential data
gathered, the next step is to anticipate so far as possible ^st stops
future lines of normal growth and to agree upon the order
or urgency in which various problems connected with this
growth are likely to present themselves. This is a branch
of work that calls for the exercise of great prudence, for
the extent and direction of city growth are proverbially
hard to forecast. Yet forecasting there must be in some
measure; the very idea of planning involves it. On the
relative urgency of various problems there will also be room
for difference of opinion. To one man the planning of new
subways, to another the cleaning of the slums, to a third